Repeated doses of albendazole against strongyloidiasis in Thai children.
Fifty children aged 5 to 12 years whose fecal examination confirmed of strongyloidiasis were divided into 2 groups. One group (Group I) of 26 received 400 mg albendazole once a day for 3 consecutive days. The other group (Group II) of 24 received the same dosage but repeated a week later. Simple smear fecal examination was performed for 3 consecutive days before treatment, and stool cultures were performed on Days 13, 14, 15 21, 22 and 23 after treatment. Evaluation of successful treatment or cure was based on the absence of larvae in 6 culture specimens. The cure rates were 80.8% in Group I and 91.7% in Group II (p = 0.18). Side effect consisted of mild and transient vomiting in one patient in each group. Although the difference in cure rates between the two drug regimens was not statistically different, two courses of treatment (Group II) resulted in a higher cure rate.